
C O L U M B I A N  M E M O
Knights of Columbus January 2023

The Christmas season is upon us. The last four weeks are starting to 
look like a blur already as we are rushing to get the last things in place 
before Christmas day arrives. Our final vision or version of Christmas 
has changed for many of us over the last 2,000 years. 

That Christmas day seemed a lot different for Joseph and Mary as they 
were forced to go to Bethlehem, their town of birth because Herod 
decided he wanted to have a census taken. Rumors were growing 
that a King was to be born and he wanted an accurate list of all the 
people and where they were born. As Joseph set afoot with Mary on 
an ass they moved as quickly as they could to make it to Bethlehem 
before Mary was to give birth. At that time many had their eyes fixed on 
the bright evening star for they had visions of a great King who would 
await them at the end of their journey. With very little rest, Joseph and 
Mary finally made it to Bethlehem only to find the town filled with people 
like themselves looking for a place to stay. Like us today when we are 
looking for something at the last moment, we seem always to get lucky 
and get what we need. So did Joseph and Mary, luck had it a proprietor 
happened to have a stable that was available for Mary to bed down for 
the time had come. The evening star shone brightly that night for it had 
something very special for the world to see for the Christ the king child 
was born to us.

Let us all take a pause and reflect on this most important moment in 
time and let us see what each one of us can do to make this last week 
of Advent more meaningful to God, self, family, and community as we 
journey forth towards Christmas.

Finally, keep the soul of Fr. David Schlaver and all our brothers and 
sisters and their families who have departed us this year in your prayers. 
May they all rest in peace in God’s loving arms.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2023.

Message from the Grand Knight
Daniel Bedard

St.  Joseph’s Counci l  #12941  |   Edmund Labarre Assembly #2871

Newsletter Staff and Contacts

General Contact Information
PO Box 1487 | Biddeford, ME 04005
kofc12941@hotmail.com

David McDonald
PGK & Lead Writer
govmcd@icloud.com
(207) 468-7324 

Cory Labrie
Editor
coryjlabrie@icloud.com
(207) 229-8302

For more information about our Council and 
to read our recent newsletters, see our page 
on the Parish website or click the link if you’re 
reading this online:

https://www.goodshepherdparish.us/knights-
of-columbus-biddeford

We’re also on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/kofc12941/
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Project and Program Updates
Various Directors

Charlie Labonte, Community Director

On Wednesday, November 30, Council 12941 held its first Fraternity 
pot-luck supper at St. Joseph’s Church Hall. There were 41 people in 
attendance. Free raffle tickets were handed out at the door upon arrival. 
There was plenty to eat with beautiful background Christmas music 
to provide a wonderful Christmas atmosphere. During the evening, 11 
raffle drawings were sporadically held and $350 in cash and $175 in gift 
cards handed out. After the meals, board games and card games were 
enjoyed by members and guests alike. $257 in donations was collected 
at the door and donated to the Biddeford Food Pantry. 

Daniel Bedard, Grand Knight
dbedard1@maine.rr.com
(207) 229-4650

Simon Mutapa, Deputy Grand Knight
and District Deputy

simonmutapa343@gmail.com
(978) 302-7298

Monsignor René Mathieu, Chaplain
rene.mathieu@portlanddiocese.org

Cory Labrie, Financial Secretary
coryjlabrie@icloud.com
(207) 229-8302

Mike Bolduc, Faithful Navigator
mikefairpoint@twc.com
(207) 468-0106

Charlie Labonte, Community Director
labonte64343@roadrunner.com
(207) 423-8527

Dennis Roy, Culture of Life Co-Director
(207) 286-6101 

Guy Cadorette, Culture of Life
Co-Director

guy.cadorette@gmail.com
(207) 205-4271

Mike Bolduc, Family Director
and Raffle Committee Chairman

mikefairpoint@twc.com
(207) 468-0106

David Gagnon, Fraternal Committee 
Chairman

daveg81onice@gmail.com
(207) 468-0148 

Jerry Letellier, Meals Committee Chair
gletellier@maine.rr.com
(207) 205-9779

David McDonald, Program Director
and Membership Director

govmcd@icloud.com
(207) 468-7324 

Denis Litalien, Publicity Director
dentruck@hotmail.com
(207) 468-7373

Doug Ellis, Saco Meals Leader
crzdncr@gmail.com
(207) 229-8125
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KCC Poster Contest 
Below are the three winners of this year’s Keep 
Christ in Christmas Poster Contest. Each winner 
was awarded $50 and their works of art advance to 
the next level. Congratulations to all!

Parker Adams, Grades K-2 Division

Austin Barrs, Grades 3-5 Division

Katie Labrie, Grades 6-8 Division
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Programs 
Baby Bottle Drive 
Church Greeters 
Church Life 
Family Life 
Fourth Degree & Regalia
Keep Christ in Christmas
Membership & Retention
Project Roses
Pro-Life March
Saint James School Scholarships
Tootsie Roll Drives
Walk for Life
Weekly Rosary Recitals

Involvement 
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner
Cemetery Escorts
Funeral Prayer Group
Hour of Adoration
Lobster Dip
Parish Christmas Fair
Wreaths Across America

Sponsorships 
Blood Drives
Food Pantry Support
Kitchen Korner
La Kermesse
Meals on Wheels: Bene Bags

We are an active council. We believe in brotherhood, 
charity and community. If you are interested in 
participating in any of the items listed above, please 
contact one of the leaders or directors! We are 
always looking for more help!

Our annual “Coats for Kids” campaign was able to purchase 2 boxes 
of new coats (1 for girls and 1 for boys) suitable for intermediate 
schoolchildren. The boxes were enthusiastically accepted by staff and 
children.

Chaplain’s Message
Monsignor Rene Mathieu

Since becoming your chaplain, I have come to deeply admire the acts of 
charity performed by members of our council for brother knights and for 
the community at large. This includes the 900 Thanksgiving Day dinners 
served in Saco a few weeks ago that was well publicized in many media 
outlets. But there are also the less known activities, such as helping to 
re-locate one of our distraught brother knights and his family to another 
city. This observation leads me to challenge all members of the order to 
commit to at least one service activity in 2023. 

Each of you has my best wishes for a happy Christmas feast. I pray you 
and your loved ones may enjoy good health and a peaceful spirit during 
the New Year.

JOKES PRIESTS CAN TELL, Vol. 4 – Msgr. Tonne

As little Betty sat on his lap, Santa Claus asked her the usual question: 
“Have you been a good girl?”

Without a moment’s hesitation, and looking the bearded gentlemen full 
in the face, Bety replied: “No, but I’ve been to confession.”
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Assembly News
Mike Bolduc, Color Corps Commander, Assembly 2871

As we enter a new year, we can hopefully increase our 
presence in regalia in our community and our parish; that 
is my wish for the New Year. There are two or three Sir 
Knights on the fence concerning the purchase of regalia 
and it looks very positive it will happen with the help of 
our fundraisers as of late; $100 reimbursement when 
they purchase the uniform.

By the time you read this message, we will have 
performed in regalia at the 4pm Mass on Christmas Eve 
at Most Holy Trinity in Saco. Thanks for the Sir Knights in 
regalia or those in their best suits with a service baldric 
provided that marched for this special event. Many more 
to come. 

I want to thank those Sir Knights who were faithful in 
2022 at funerals, parades or any other venues that we 
marched in regalia. You know who you are and a special 
THANK YOU to all of you. 

Yes, our Color Corps marched at the Veterans Day 
Parade and here is a photo to show this presence. All 
had a great time marching and enjoyed the kudos of 
those lined up in the streets of Biddeford and Saco that 
appreciated our presence. A big THANK YOU to these 
Sir Knights also. 

With that said I conclude with info for our next meeting, 
Tuesday, January 17 at 6pm in our meeting room. Coffee 
and snacks before the meeting. Hope all had a very 
Merry Christmas and sincere wishes for a very Healthy 
and Happy New Year.

Other Council and Assembly News
David McDonald

Farewell

Fr David Schlaver, age 80, died on December 10 at the 
priests’ retirement home in Notre Dame, Indiana. Fr Dave 
was a Holy Cross priest for 50 years. He put in a number 
of years as Old Orchard Beach Council 2266 chaplain 
late in life. He will be missed for his amiability and the 
support he gave to the Knights of Columbus. God has 
raised him up on eagle’s wings. Farewell!

KCIC Poster Contest

Congratulations to the budding artists of St James 
School. Age group winners of the council sponsored 
Keep Christ in Christmas poster contest are Parker 
Adams for Grades K-2, Austin Barrs for Grades 3-5 
and Katie Labrie for Grades 6-8. Thanks also to the St 
James staff and the 80+ kids who submitted pictures for 
judging. Their works of art are displayed in the sidebar 
on page 3.

Thanksgiving

This wonderful, remarkable project was another big 
success in 2022, and featured something new. That was 
family style dinner delivery. 60 of the 900 or so meals 
served went to Comfort Inn, Saco, which is now full of 
immigrants waiting to put down roots elsewhere in Maine. 
Over a dozen families put in orders that we basically 
filled by becoming caterers. Instead of individual dinners 
packed one by one, we sent big pans full of turkey meat, 
stuffing, mashed potatoes, all the veggies, rolls and pies. 
The hotel residents handled dinner service in-house, 
everyone was happy and it looks as though we will do it 
all over again next year.
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BBD Proceeds

Earlier this month, Brothers Guy Cadorette and Dave 
McDonald delivered $500 checks from St Joseph council 
to ABBA and Catholic Charities, both in Portland. The 
monies came from our spring 2022 Baby Bottle Drive.

ABBA is a pregnancy resource center to which we 
have donated in the past. Our council helped fund 
ABBA’s ultrasound machine several years ago. This 
donation goes toward ABBA’s operating costs. Go to 
abbapregnancychoice.org to find out more about this 
worthy organization and the services it provides.

Catholic Charities Maine describes itself as “an 
organization of the Diocese of Portland that actualizes 
the Social Teachings of the Catholic Church.” CC is “a 
community of conscience that witnesses to the healing 
ministry of Jesus Christ by providing services, advocacy, 
education and spirituality to people of all faiths and beliefs 
who are most vulnerable, poor or disenfranchised.” Our 
donation is earmarked for a particular program supplying 
diapers to the young children of the immigrants staying 
at Saco Comfort Inn. For much more info on the 
many statewide programs of Catholic Charities, go to 
ccmaine.org.

Left to Right: Guy Cadorette, Jenny Pratt (Executive Director 
of ABBA Women’s Choice, Portland) and Dave McDonald

The Ham Run

On 12/18/22, Brothers Gaetan Morin, Mike Bolduc and 
Dave McDonald delivered boxes of food for Christmas 
dinner to the families of 15 local kids in need. The council 
provided a ham, potatoes, carrots, canned goods and 
more, and a pie in each box. We even found a way to 
include a few snacks—chips and Nabs crackers. Every 
box also contained a Christmas card as a reminder of (or 
possibly an introduction to) the Savior who is the reason 
we celebrate the holiday.

Sister’s Trip To Maryland

In early December, the council got an unusual request. 
Sister Jeanne Roberge of the Presentation of Mary 
Sisters at Marie Joseph Spiritual Center in Biddeford 
Pool wanted to go somewhere for a special occasion 
but could not afford the trip. Sister Jeanne was anxious 
to see her grandniece Macy Arsenault in Maryland take 
her preliminary vows as a nun there. Past State Deputy 
Phil Lizotte heard about the situation and acted to get St 
Joseph Council 12941, Kennebunk Council 12033, Wells 
Council 9782 and the State council to split the $800 cost 
of Sr Jeanne’s road trip four ways. Success! We are glad 
to have helped. May God pour out his blessings on the 
new Sister Macy!

Left to Right: Dave McDonald, Daniel Bedard, Sister Jeanne, 
Jerry Letellier, Phil Lizotte

Saco Meals

Chili over rice was on the menu at Saco Meals 12/15/22, 
skillfully prepared by Roman Totos, Jerry Letellier and 
Doug Ellis. Good work, Brothers! Four stars! Anyone 
wishing to take a turn in the kitchen helping out on this 
monthly project should contact Doug Ellis.
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January Birthdays

Joseph Lavigne ............................... 2
Roger Boissonnault ......................... 5
Norman Crepeau, Sr ....................... 5
Antonio Arturo ................................. 7
Leslie Mac Kenzie ............................ 8
Warren Lewis, Jr ............................ 10
Michael Pinard ............................... 14
Raynald Hallczuk ........................... 23
Raymond Tillson ............................ 24
David Perkins ................................ 28
Raymond Le Blanc ........................ 29
Marcel Blais ................................... 31

Happy Birthday!

Lobster Dip!

Get ready! The waiting is almost over! No, not a holiday, it’s the Lobster 
Dip! Some of our Brother Knights will be jogging in and sprinting back 
out of the Atlantic Ocean on New Year’s Day 2023! It’s for charity—to 
benefit Maine Special Olympics! Unbelievable! Pledge what you can to 
a dipper for this good cause or take the plunge yourself! Get over to 
OOB on the big day and bring your swim trunks! Or stand back and just 
watch the spectacle! Wow! What a time! Pictures of all this due next 
month! Makes my teeth chatter just thinking about it!

Good of the Order
Remembering our Brother Knights in Prayer Who Are Sick or In Distress

Pray for these brothers, wives, families and significant others who face 
serious medical problems which impacts the whole family. 

Lewis and Rejeanne Booth
Michael and Rebecca Donlon
Sean & Debbie Good
Raymond Gray and Family
Don and Helene Maurice
Jack and Joan Mozdzynski
Richard and Joan Remillard
Dennis & Cindy Santolucito
Ray Tillson and Family

These Brothers are shut ins, infirm or aged. They are not to be forgotten. 

Marcel Desrosiers, Seal Rock
Vern Heustis, Maine Veterans’ Homes
Don Lessard, Atria, Kennebunk 
Raoul Paradis, Maine Veterans’ Homes

These Brothers have suffered the loss of a near and dear one, or are 
coping with illness in someone near and dear. 

Marcel Blais and Family
Deacon Kevin Jacques and Family
Louis Lamontagne and Family
Leo Laverriere and Family
Andre Lefebvre and Family

Please keep the council informed of your situation, Brothers, so that we 
can include you in our prayers in the future.



Columbian Memo, January 2023 Page 8

Upcoming Meetings
Date Type of Meeting Time Location

1/2/2023 Officer’s Meeting 7:00pm Meeting Room

1/4/2023 Council Meeting 7:00pm Meeting Room

1/17/2023 Assembly Meeting 6:00pm Meeting Room

Ongoing Activities
Event Frequency Location

Council Meeting 1st Wednesday of Every Month at 7:00pm Meeting Room

Officers Meeting Two Days Before the Scheduled Council 
Meeting Every Month at 7:00pm

Meeting Room

Prayers for the Unborn Every Tuesday at 6pm Saint Anne’s Chapel

Hour of Adoration Every Thursday at 7am - 8am
Every Saturday at 6pm - 7pm

Adoration Chapel

Fraternal Breakfast Every Friday at 7:30am Golden Rooster Restaurant

Project Roses Every Baptism / Every Mass Saint Joseph Church;
Most Holy Trinity Church

Ushering Every Sunday: 11am Mass Saint Joseph Church

Regalia Marching 2nd Sunday of Every Month Designated Church / Time


